
 Draft  of Grade Curriculum Map for 2016-2017 Team members: Lauren, Lynn, Peter, Rachel 
 August  September  October  November  December  January  February ( March (15)  April (20)  May  

Reading 
 
sixth grade language arts 
standards 
 
Fifth grade language arts 
standards 

Set up Reader’s Workshop 
 
Intro 40 book challenge 
 
Read aloud: 
Seedfolks 
 
 
Comprehension strategies: 
- monitoring for 
understanding 
- asking questions 
- making connections 
- literary analysis  
 
 
 

Read aloud: Seedfolks 
 
Self-selected individual reading 
Reading response entries 
 
Read aloud/lit study: 
The Lightning Thief 
 
Socratic Seminar: Building readers 
 
Reading strategies: 
- Fluency 
- monitoring for understanding 
- asking questions 
- making connections 
- literary analysis  
-synthesizing information 
 

Read aloud:  
Lightning Thief 
Greek Myths 
 
Strategies: 
-Reading complex informational texts 
-Using a graphic organizer 
-Determining  the main Ideas 
-Using a variety of strategies to determine the meaning of 
unknown words and phrases.  
-Describing how the characters change throughout a literary 
text.  
-Analyzing how an author develops a narrator or speaker’s 
point of view.  
-Reading Closely to Build Background Knowledge: Myths 
and Legends”  
-Using Details to Determine Theme: The Myth of Cronus  
-Building Vocabulary: Working with Words about the Key 
elements of Mythology  
-Using evidence from a variety of grade-appropriate texts to 
support analysis, reflection, and research 
-Citing text-based evidence to support an analysis of literary 
text.  

Book discussion groups across homerooms critical issues 
(based upon reader need and choice) 
 
 
 
-Nonfiction reading of contemporary issues to support 
reading in book groups  
-Book discussion project 

Read aloud: Liar and Spy 
 
Genre study: Biography 
Genre study: This I Believe  essays 
 
Self-selected individual reading 
Reading response entries 
 

Essential Questions 
Assessments 

How do readers build skills 
and understanding? 
 
• iReady beginning of the 
year reading assessment  
°  Individual reading 
conferences/surveys 

How do readers understand character and synthesize 
information?  
What classroom and personal practices  build lifelong 
readers who understand what they read? 
 
•Personal goal setting for reading 
•Reading reflections  

What is the archetypal storyline of the hero’s journey which 
has been repeated in literature throughout the centuries? 
 
How can readers, with text-based evidence, apply this 
archetype to Lightning Thief? 
 
How can readers use the novel’s many allusions to classic 
myths as an entry point into a deeper study of Greek 
mythology. 
 
How can students build thinking routines and expectations of 
discussion as they work in small groups? 
 
•iReady mid-year reading assessment 
°Formal reading response to Lightning Thief 

How can I understand the theme or central idea in a text 
and make connections to the world around me? 
 
°Personal goal setting for reading 
•Final Book Group project  

How can I understand a writer’s point of view and arguments when reading essays? 
 
• iReady end of year  reading assessment 
•Student reading ladder self-assessment 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/


Writing 
 
sixth grade language arts 
standards 
 
Fifth grade language arts 
standards 
 
 
 

Set up Writer’s workshop; 
building writing stamina 
°Inside/outside captions 
°Mini memoir 
Craft: Writing with 
imagery, structure 
 
Genres: personal narrative 
and memoir 
Craft: writing with imagery 
and voice to communicate 
meaning 

°Inside/outside 
°Mini memoir 
°Reading responses 
°Artist Statements 
°Seedfolks: continuing the 
story 
Craft: paragraph 
structure, 
Voice, complex sentence 
structure 
Genres: expository, fiction 
 
 
Genres: Fiction 
Craft: writing with imagery 
and voice to communicate 
meaning 
 
 

Genres: Expository 
Writing with Evidence 
from Two Texts  
 
Craft: Structure, citing 
evidence, vocabulary 
Analyzing how a 
particular sentence, 
stanza, scene, or 
chapter fits in and 
contributes to the 
development of a 
literary text. 
 
Organizing events in a 
logical sequence. 

 
Using dialogue and 
descriptions to show 
the actions, thoughts, 
and feelings of my 
characters. 
 
Using  precise words 
and phrases and 
sensory language to 
convey experiences 
and events to my 
reader. 
 
Using  relevant 
descriptive details to 
convey experiences 
and events. 

Genres: Expository, Analytical 
mini-essay (literary analysis) 
identifying the elements of 
mythology  
 
Craft: Essay structure, citing 
evidence 
 

Genres: Narrative,  Hero’s 
Journey 
 
Craft: Writing to Show, 
Not Tell, using dialogue, 
sensory words, and strong 
action verbs  

Genre: Argument/persuasive writing 
 
 
Craft: Citing evidence to craft argument, sentence 
structure, precise vocabulary 

Multi-genre research and writing project 
Biography Project 
 
Craft: Determining reliable sources, note taking Poetry, 
Essays, non-traditional informational text 
 

Genres: This I Believe 
project  
 
Craft: Essays 
 
 

Essential Questions 
Assessments 

How do students live a 
writer’s life? 
 
•writing assessment 
 

How can students write a 
story that has tension, 
resolution and realistic 
characters that conveys an 
idea or lesson? 
 
•BVSD narrative fiction 
rubric 

What makes a myth? • Why do myths matter? How can students apply their 
knowledge of the elements and purpose of myth as well as their deep understanding of 
the hero’s journey and write their own hero’s journey? 
 
•Drawing Evidence from Text: Written Analysis of How Percy’s Experiences Align with 
The Hero’s Journey” 
 
•Analytical Mini-Essay about Elements and Theme of the Myth of Prometheus  
 
•Final Draft of Hero’s Journey Narrative and Rubric 

What are some social issues we face in our society or 
other societies around the world?  
How can I take a stand on a social issue introduced in a 
work of fiction and powerfully express my opinion in a 
written essay?  
 
•Conferencing and feedback 
•Rubric for persuasive writing 
 
 

How can I learn about the life of a personal hero in my 
world? What attributes and character traits contribute to 
their success? How can I tell a life story in a complete 
and interesting way? 
 
•Conferencing and feedback 
•Peer and Self-Assessment 

What are some 
fundamental ideas that I 
believe to be true and 
important? What are my 
core values? 
•conferencing and 
feedback 
•self and parent 
assessment 

Math 
 
6th grade math 
standards 
 
5th grade math 
standards 
 
 
 

Classroom projects: 
 
Examining Binary to 
understand Base 10 place 
value 
 
Creating scale drawings 
using grid enlargements to 
explore measurement & 
scale 

Grade 6: Factors and 
Multiples 
 
 
Grade 5: Place value and 
decimal fractions 
(Lynn/Diane) 
 
Grade 5: (Rachel) Place 
value (EngageNY 4.1) 
and rounding  
 
C.O.W. Ice-cream 

Grade 6: Ratios, 
Rational Numbers 
and Equivalence 
 
Grade 5: Place value 
and decimal fractions 
operations 
(Lynn/Diane) 
 
Grade 5 (Rachel): 
Place Value, Compare 
and Order Decimals 
(Investigations Unit 6) 

Grade 6: Ratios, Rational 
Numbers and Equivalence 
 
Grade 5:: Multi-digit whole 
number and decimal fraction 
operations (Lynn/Diane) 
 
Grade 5: (Rachel) Add and 
Subtract Decimals (Inv Unit 6) 
and Multi-digit multiplication 
(Inv Unit 1) 
 
 
 

Grade 6: Understanding 
Fraction Operations 
 
Grade 5:: Multi-digit whole 
number and decimal 
fraction operations 
(Lynn/Diane) 
 
Grade 5: (Rachel) 
Multi-Digit 
Multiplication/Division 
(Investigations Unit 1) 
 
 
 

Grade 6: Understanding 
Fraction Operations 
 
Grade 5:  
Addition and subtraction 
of fractions (Lynn/Diane) 
 
Grade 5: 
(Rachel)Multi-Digit 
Division, Unit Fractions, 
Add, Subtract and 
Equivalent Fractions 
(Math Expressions Unit 1) 

Grade 6: Computing 
Decimals and Percents 
 
Grade 5: Multiplication 
and Division of fractions 
and decimals 
(Lynn/Diane) 
 
Grade 5: (Rachel) fractions 
and operations: Add/Sub 
fractions Unlike Denom, 
Improper/Mixed 
Numbers, 
Estimate/Round Fractions 

Grade 6:Two and Three 
Dimensional Measurement 
 
Grade 5: Multiplication 
and Division of fractions 
and decimals 
(Lynn/Diane) 
 
Grade 5: (Rachel)fractions 
and operations: Add/Sub 
fractions Unlike Denom, 
Improper/Mixed 
Numbers, 
Estimate/Round Fractions 
 
 

Grade 6: Statistics and 
Analysis 
 
Grade 5: Addition and 
multiplication with volume 
and area (Lynn/Diane) 
 
 
Grade 5: (Rachel) 
Multiplication of Decimals 

Grade 6: Introducing 
Algebra 
 
Grade 5: Problem solving 
with the coordinate plane 
(Lynn/Diane) 
 
 
 
 
Grade 5: (Rachel) 
Review of Division - Long 
Division 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/Math/Content/6/introduction/
http://www.corestandards.org/Math/Content/6/introduction/
http://www.corestandards.org/Math/Content/5/introduction/
http://www.corestandards.org/Math/Content/5/introduction/


 

Essential Questions 
Assessments 

What are the similarities 
and differences between 
base 2 and base 10 
number systems that help 
me further my 
understanding of place 
value?  
How can I create a scale 
drawing by understanding 
measurement and ratio? 
BVSD screeners 
1:1 assessments and 
formative assessments 
 

Unit check-ups 
Partner quizzes 
Unit tests 

Unit check-ups 
Partner quizzes 
Unit tests 

Unit check-ups 
Partner quizzes 
Unit tests 

Unit check-ups 
Partner quizzes 
Unit tests 

Unit check-ups 
Partner quizzes 
Unit tests 

Unit check-ups 
Partner quizzes 
Unit tests 
BVSD midyear screener 

Unit check-ups 
Partner quizzes 
Unit tests 

Unit check-ups 
Partner quizzes 
Unit tests 

BVSD end of year 
assessment 
 

Science 
 
5th grade science 
standards- this curriculum 
has a 2 year cycle at 
Horizons 
 
6th grade science 
standards- this curriculum 
has a 2 year cycle at 
Horizons 
 

Set up science notebooks 
& lab safety 
Inference vs. Observation 
 
The Journey of Man: An 
examination of Hominids 
and evolution 

 
Inquiries into Density, Mass and Volume 
 
Inquiry into things that float and fly: Understand that 
an object’s characteristics (mass/volume=density; relative 

density) determine it’s buoyancy in fluids, liquids and 
gases.  
 
Non-fiction reading  comprehension  & note-taking; 
using mathematical formulas 
 

Chemistry: Inquiry into matter, mixtures and solutions 
Atomic structure; acids and bases, polymer and crystal 
structures 
 

Form and Function: Anatomy and physiology 
 
-Light and Sight & basic microscopy 
- comparative anatomy: squid/crayfish/plants 
- Human body systems 
 
 
 

Human Body systems- 
disease and pathology 

Reproductive systems 

Essential ? 
Assessments 

How do scientists question  the world and record their 
thinking? 
What characteristics allow an object to fly or float? 
 
How can the fossil record help us understand what it 
means to be human?  
What characteristics allowed early humans to adapt to a 
changing world? How do these characteristics help to 
define our species today? 
 
 
 
 
Summative: Interactive science notebook feedback and 
evaluation 

If weight and mass 
are not the same 
thing, why might 
people use the words 
interchangeably?  
How can I understand 
how to use and apply 
my understanding of 
mass, volume, weight 
and density to make 
predictions and 
interpret situations? 
Summative: 
Lab reports & science 
notebooks: Rubric 
Density test 

In the world of science what makes something a building 
block?  
How can understanding molecular structure help me 
understand why substances behave differently?  
What determines whether matter is in the form of a solid, 
liquid, or gas?  
What is the kinetic molecular theory, and how does 
temperature affect the behavior of particles in a gas? 
 
Summative:  
Lab reports & science notebooks: Rubric 
Open note Chemistry test 
 

How do plants and animals carry out processes necessary for life?  
What different structures do plants and animals use to carry out the same functions?  
What adaptations or characteristics help humans survive? 
How are human body systems similar to and different from those found in other organisms?  
How are organs impacted when different body systems fail to work correctly? 
 
 
 
 
Summative: Lab reports & science notebook rubric 
Human body project: Rubric 
Organ systems quizzes 
Formative: microscopy observations & reflection 
 

Social Studies 
5th grade CDE standards 
6th grade CDE standards 
7th grade CDE standards 
Horizons has a 2 year 
rotating social studies 
curriculum at both ⅚ and 
⅞.  Over the course of 
grade 5-8, all standards 
at these grade levels have 
been met. 

Introduction to Civilization: 
Artifacts and Simulations  

Intro to Culture/ 
Geographic 
Luck/GRAPES and 
characteristics of 
civilization applied to case 
study of Mesopotamia 

Politics and the Election 
 
Looking at voting process 
 
Evaluating candidates and issues 
Hosting a school-wide vote for candidates 

Case Study: Ancient China 
 
Case Study: Indus River Valley 

Case Study: Ancient 
Maya 

Case Study: Ancient 
Puebloans 

Culminating study: 
Creating Perfect 
Civilization Project 
 
 
Economics: Mini Society 

Year Long Essential Questions:  
What are the characteristics of a civilization? What does it mean to be “civilized”?  What characteristics of a civilization cause it to form and rise?   What characteristics of a civilization cause it to change over time and in some cases, collapse? 
What kinds of decisions made early in the formation of a civilization lead to its rise and/or downfall?   How and why do civilizations come together to create societies?  What role do geography and resources (both physical and human) play a role in civilization?  
Where are we on this continuum?  How does the evaluation of past events and civilizations in particular help us to make future decisions? 

https://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/documents/coscience/documents/science_5th_grade.pdf
https://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/documents/coscience/documents/science_5th_grade.pdf
https://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/documents/coscience/documents/science_5th_grade.pdf
https://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/documents/coscience/documents/science_5th_grade.pdf
https://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/documents/coscience/documents/science_6th_grade.pdf
https://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/documents/coscience/documents/science_6th_grade.pdf
https://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/documents/coscience/documents/science_6th_grade.pdf
https://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/documents/coscience/documents/science_6th_grade.pdf
https://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/documents/cosocialstudies/documents/socstudies_5th_grade.pdf
https://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/socialstudies-6thgradestandardspdf
https://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/socialstudies-7thgradestandardspdf


 

Essential ? 
Assessments 

How do artifacts of 
cultures guide us to 
understand people, places, 
and practices? 
How do artifacts represent 
a society or culture? 
What can personal 
artifacts teach us about 
ourselves and our culture? 
How can we use a 
simulation to stimulate 
thinking about how 
ancient peoples handled 
challenges around 
language, land use, 
technology, resources, 
division of labor, and 
developing a culture? 

How can we use organizational tools like a timeline? 
 
What is culture? 
 
What is civilization? 
 
How can we use the acronym G.R.A.P.E.S. as a lense through which we can examine 
civilizations? 
 
How can we use Mesopotamia as a case study for G.R.A.P.E.S? 
 
How does the development of Judaism in Mesopotamian region affect daily life in 
ancient times as well as the middle east today? 
 
How can we use a theory proposed by Jared Diamond to explain why some societies 
thrive and others disappear? 
 
Summative assessment: Quiz on  Simulation work 
Summative assessment: Intro Unit and Case Study Mesopotamia test (open note) 

How did geography, 
climate, and vegetation 
influence the settlement, 
development of early 
Chinese civilization and its 
isolation from other 
civilizations? 
 
How can we visualize the 
history of China through 
an examination of its early 
dynasties? 
 
How can we use the 
acronym G.R.A.P.E.S. as a 
lense through which we 
can examine the 
civilization of Ancient 
China? 
 
 
 
 

How did social order, 
philosophy (Confucianism) 
, and ideology (D/Taoism) 
affect daily life in ancient 
China and what effect 
does that have on Modern 
China? 
 
 
What were some of the 
the Chinese  inventions 
and ideas that changed 
the course of history? 
 
 
Formative Assessment: 
Research and presentation 
on original China ideology, 
technology, art process, 
invention 
 

What can we learn about 
a culture through its origin 
story? 
 
How did geography play 
a role in the development 
of early Indus River Valley 
civilizations? 
 
How can we use the 
acronym G.R.A.P.E.S. as a 
lense through which we 
can examine the Indus 
River Valley  civilizations? 
 
How did social order and 
ideology (Buddhism and 
Hinduism) affect daily life 
in the Indus River Valley 
and what effect does that 
have on the region today? 
 
How can we use replicas 
of artifacts to formulate 
theories about the 
Harappan culture? 
 
Summative assessment: 
Ancient China and Indus 
River Valley test (open 
note) 

What can we learn about 
a culture through its origin 
story of the Popul Vuh? 
 
How did geography, 
climate, and vegetation 
influence the settlement, 
development of early 
Mayan civilization and its 
interactions with other 
Mesoamerican 
civilizations?  
 
How can we use the 
acronym G.R.A.P.E.S. as a 
lense through which we 
can examine the Ancient 
Mayan civilization? 
 
What can we learn about 
the Maya from examining 
the architectural remains 
of their cities? 
 
What were some of the 
the Mayan inventions and 
ideas that changed the 
course of history? 
 
Formative Assessment: 
Research and presentation 
of Maya archeological site 
or an aspect of daily life of 
Maya 

What can we learn about 
a culture through its origin 
story - looking at the 
modern puebloan people 
of the American 
Southwest? 
 
How did geography play 
a role in the development 
of early ancient Puebloan 
civilizations of Mesa Verde 
and Chaco Canyon? 
 
How can we use the 
acronym G.R.A.P.E.S. as a 
lense through which we 
can examine the ancient 
Puebloan civilizations? 
 
What can we learn from 
and about the ancient 
Puebloans be creating 
clay seed pots in the same 
style? 
 
How did geography, 
climate, and vegetation 
influence the settlement, 
development of early 
Puebloan civilization and 
their decline? 
 
Summative Assessment: 
Ancient Maya and 
Ancient Puebloan test 

How can we apply what 
we have learned this year 
through our case studies of 
ancient civilization to 
create our  own “perfect” 
civilization? 
 
How can we create, 
organize and  implement 
GRAPES characteristics in 

our  own civilization 
 
How can we  work 
collaboratively in this 
creative process? 
 
How can we present these 
“perfect” civilizations most 
effectively, share findings, 
and address questioning 
from classmates about the 
ability to survive and 
prosper? 
 
 
 
Summative Assessment: 
Perfect Civilization projects 
will be evaluated by 
classmates, creators, and 
teacher using rubric based 
on its sustainability and 
potential of success 
 

Arts 
 

Scale Drawings Andy Warhol Self-Portrait 
Marimba 

Marimba 
Visual Art: Andy Warhol Self-Portraits 
Chemistry & painting?  
Noton art 
Trees 
 

Arts rotations:  
Choir 
Keyboards 
Dance 
Visual Art: Clay study of ancient civilizations 
 
 

Sculpture: Busts for 
biography study 

Sculpture: Busts for 
biography study 

Essential ? 
Assessments 

How and why have artists 
used grids throughout 
history? How can I begin 
to explore ratio and 
measurement to 
accurately produce a scale 
drawing? 

•How can I simplify a 
3dimensional photo into a 
2dimensional line study?  
 

How can light and shadow and complimentary colors be used to create a selfportrait in the 
style of Andy Warhol’s art? 
 
Self-assessment: Artist statement 

 
 
Performance-based assessment & reflection 

 

Computer/Tech 
 

Overview and 
organization of computer  
Google applications and 
organization of Google 
Drive 
Typing Assessment 

Typing Practice 
Web search skills  
Citataions, 
Determinign Reliable 
websites 
 

Presentation platforms 
for sharing and 
communicating 
information 
 
 

Digital Citizenship 
 

Introduction to Coding 
 

Technology Lab 
Sphero 
 
Research and Information Fluency 
Partner or Group research project on a current event or controversial issue resulting in a 
media rich presentation 

Research for biography 
Excel basics - basic 
formulas and graphs 

Geographic Information 
Systems 
Or other modeling system 

http://www.dharmatrading.com/home/color-and-dye-chemistry.html


  
 

Continuation of Digital Citizenship 
Typing Practice 
 

Essential ? 
Assessments 

How can we use 
computers/technology to 
work efficiently? 
Assessment 
Google Folders 
Typing Assessment 

How can we use the 
internet to find reliable 
sources of information? 
How can we use the 
internet to find reliable 
sources of information? 
Assessment 
Research project 

How can technology 
help us collaborate 
and communicate? 
Assessment 
Presentation 
Reflection on process 
 
 

How can we be responsible 
digital citizens? 
 
Assessment 
Qwest completion in 
21Things4students.com 

How can we use critical 
thinking skills to solve 
coding problems? 
Assessment 
Animated card or 
completion of a similar 
Scratch activity 

How can we use critical 
thinking skills to plan and 
research? 
Assessment 
Controversial topic 
research notes and cited 
sources 

How can we use digital 
tools to create multimedia 
presentations? 
Assessment 
Presentation 
 

Create a screencast to 
educate others on a topic. 
 
How can we use digital 
tools to share ideas? 
Assessment 
screencast 

How can we process data 
and record results? 
 
Assessment 
Completed Excel data list 
and graph 

How can we use models 
and simulations to explore 
complex systems and 
issues? 
Assessment 
Completed questions, map 
or model 

Movement 
 

Weekly Outdoor Games 
100 Elk Outdoor Education trip 

Basketball or Volleyball skills 
based instruction 

 Rotations: Dance 
Skiing @ Eldora Mountain 

Weekly Outdoor Games Weekly Outdoor Games 

Essential ? 
Assessments 

What role does play have 
in our lives? 
 
How does engaging in 
play help us develop 
communities of learners? 

How do we prepare to go 
on a 3 night overnight trip 
to 100 Elk? 
 
How do we prepare to 
step outside our comfort 
zone (physically and 
emotionally) to optimize 
the resources 100 Elk has 
to offer? 
 
How does participating in 
the 100 Elk trip help us 
develop as communities of 
learners? 

How do we personally 
reflect on, analyze 
and express to others 
the ways we grew 
from participating at 
100 Elk? 
 
What lessons from 
100 Elk can we apply 
to our lives as learners 
and our community of 
learners? 

What different ways can the 
body move given a specific 
purpose?  
 
How can we move effectively 
and efficiently? 
 
What can we do to be 
physically active and why is 
this important?  
 
Why is it important to be 
physically fit and how can we 
stay fit?  

How do we interact with 
others during physical 
activity?  
 
How will physical activity 
help us now and in the 
future?  

What elements do people 
use to perform works in 
dance?  
 
How do dancers use 
different movements and 
rhythms? 
 
How do people perform 
and describe dance? 
 
How do people use 
dance?  
 
 

How does one become self 
aware of their own skills 
and abilities at Eldora? 
 
How do we prepare to 
step outside our comfort 
zone (physically and 
emotionally)? 
 
What different ways can 
the body move given a 
specific purpose?  
 
How can we move 
effectively and efficiently? 

How do we interact with 
others during physical 
activity?  
 
How will physical activity 
help us now and in the 
future?  

What role does play have 
in our lives as we begin to 
transition to the next 
grade? 
 
How does engaging in 
play help us continue to 
develop communities of 
learners? 

 

Social Emotional 
Learning 
 

Welcoming ceremony 
 
Worry Brain/Hopeful 
Heart 
 
Council practice 

Council practice & class 
values/needs/expectations 
 
Time management 
activities 

Buddies: Mind in a jar 
and Everybody Needs 
a Rock (mindfulness) 
 
Stress survey 
 
Homework and 
planner analysis 

Stress dots, calming 
techniques, and stress 
management 
 
Classroom agreements  
(Heart Talk) 

Personal identity 
Character traits and 
strengths 

Personal strengths and 
group dynamics 

Leadership Human growth and 
development 
 
Passageworks 

Transitions 
 
 
Passageworks 

Transition ceremony for 
5th grade 
 
 
Passageworks 

Essential ? 
Assessments 

  

Field 
Experiences 
 

 100 Elk Outdoor 
Education trip 

 History and Art Field Trip to 
the Denver Art Museum 

 Boulder Philharmonic 
Concert at Macky 
Auditorium 

    

Essential ? 
Assessments 
 

 How do we step out of our 
comfort zones? 
 
How learning can be 
‘brought back home’ – the 
ways in which experiencing 
the outdoors can become 
part of people’s everyday 
lives and relationships. 
 
How can we become an 
even stronger community 
of learners through sharing 
this experience? 
 

 What can we learn about 
ancient people from making 
observations and learning 
about their works of art?  
 
What can we see in the design 
elements of the clay vessels 
themselves, their purpose and 
function ? 
 
What can we see in the design 
elements etched, painted, 
engraved into clay and bronze 
vessels from ancient 
civilizations? 
 

      



How can our appreciation 
for the natural world grow 
even more through this 
experience? 

What stories can we interpret 
from other cultures as we make 
observation of art from ancient 
cultures? 

Student-directed focus Weekly learning reflection Personal goal setting 
Community contributor 

Student-led 
conferences 

    Learning without Walls 
Intro 

Learning without Walls Learning without Walls 
Museum 

Service learning 
 

 Community Table 
 
Fire Mitigation-100 Elk 

Community Table Community Table 
Make a Difference Experience 

Community Table Community Table Community Table Community Table Community Table Community Table 

 
Note: This curriculum map will be updated as we make changes or adjustments 


